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ROBERT, Earl of KINNOULL, Cc. &c. 
PRESIDENT 
COMMITTEE os DIRECTORS or Txz SOCIETY IS SCOTL AND 
FOR 
' PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE, 
THIS DISCOURSE, 
| PREACHED AT His PARTICULAR REQUEST, 
IS NOW, 
IN TESTIMONY TO HIS WELL-ATTEMPERED ZEAL IN THE CAUSE or 
TRUE RELIGION, | 
AND HIS COUNTRY'S WELFARE, 
AS WELL AS 
IN CORDIAL REMEMBRANCE OF BROTHERLY FRIENDSHIP 
THE MOST ANIMATED, 
AND 
' HARMONIOUS CONFIDENCE THE MOST ENTIRE, 
wirk AFFECTIONATE GRATITUDE, 


| INSCRIBED. 


I — re —_— 


Loxnox, 22d April 1795. 


At the General Annual Meeting of the Correſpondent Board, in 


London, of the Society in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian 


Rnowledge in the Highlands and TIflands 


: Ne Unanimouſly, 
That the Thanks of this Board be given to the Rev. GEORGE 
HAY DRUMMOND, A. M. for his Sermon preached before them 
this Day; and that he be requeſted to permit it to be printed for the 
Uſe of the Society. N 
HENRY HUNTER, Sceretarv. 


— 8 eee, 28 - ; N 


MATT. Ai. 30. 


HE THAT 1s NOT WITH ME, IS AGAINST ME; 
AND HE THAT GATHERETH NOT WITH Mx, 
SCATTERETH ABROAD. 


ITH this expreſſion, our Saviour Chriſt intro- 
Y duces his awful ſentence againſt ſpiritual blaſ- 


phemy, the fin of diſparaging, or ſpeaking lightly of the 


mighty working of the Spirit of God, in the conduct 
and accompliſhment of man's redemption ; hereby 
plainly declaring, that he conſiders all thoſe, who do 


not boldly and faithfully avow him, to be his enemies; 


and thoſe who refuſe to unite their endeavours, for 
the propagation and preſervation of his religion, as ſo 


many impeders of its ſucceſs: He that is not with 


me, is againſt me, ſaith our Lord; and he that 
gathereth not with me, ſcalleretb. We learn from 


the rebuke caſt on the church of Laodicea in the Reve- 
: 3 lation 
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lation of St. John, that this criminal lukewarmneſs 
began to ſhew itſelf in the earlieſt age of Chriſtianity, 
and called down the cenſure and chaſtiſement of divine 
wrath, as a temper moſt injurious to the cauſe of true 
religion, and likely to prove deſtructive of its growth: 
be zealous, therefore *, ſaid the viſionary voice, and 
repent, That indeed was a period of peculiar tri- 
bulation and diſmay, but ſurely we. have good reaſon 
to believe, that the latter days are come upon us, in 
the which we were to expect Valſe teachers ſhould riſe 
up, who ſhould deny the Lord that bought them f, 
obo ſhould Speak evil of the things they underſtood 
not T, and with feelling words of wanity, promiſe 
us liberty, whil/t they themſelves were the Ar bunt of 
corruption Y, 


1 mall therefore une from the more extenſive 
ſenſe of the text, to ſet a certain prevailing indifference 
towards religion, in a juſt point of view; and by con- 
traſting it with thoſe primitive principles of piety and 


virtue, which muſt appear to every underſtanding heart, as 
forming the baſis of human happineſs, and the bulwark 
of man's ſalvation, do my utmoſt to encourage every 
exertion in favour of a ſociety, founded and protected 
for ſuch great and glorious purpoſes. The cauſes that 
Rev. iii. 19. | t 2 Pet. ii. 12. 
Þ 2 Pet. ii. 1. F 2 Pet. ii. 18, 19. 
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may be aſſigned for this indifferent ſpirit, too viſible 
amongſt many, ſeem to be principally the following: a 
pretence of attention to morality, as diſtin from re- 


ligion; the miſtaking licentiouſneſs of thought on ſe- 


rious ſubjects, for liberal ſentiment; and a weak ſuſ- 
picion of being eſteemed crampt by prejudice, if they 
adhered to the principles of their childhood ; together 
with an apprehenſion, of placing their underſtandings 
on a level only with the generality of mankind, did 
they allow ſuch doctrines as are generally received, and 


adhere to ſuch precepts as are generally eſtabliſhed. | 
They who ſet up moral virtue independent of religion, 


would do well to examine the ſtate of inſtruction and of 


manners, previous to the coming of Chriſt : and though 
J ſhall not here enter on an enquiry into philoſophic 


and goſpel morality, ſo often and ſo ably compared in 


favour of the latter; I cannot forbear inſiſting, that the 
moſt illiterate Chriſtian, inſtructed only in his Bible, is 
more acquainted with his duty to his God, his neigh- 


bour, and himſelf, than the moſt enlightened of the 


Heathens without it ever could be: for they knew not 
with certainty, either the nature of the Deity, his wor- 
| ſhip, or his will; they were ignorant in what true hap- 
pinels conſiſted, or how beſt to purſue what they con- 

ſidered as ſuch; the origin of fin, which they ac- 
| knowledged inherent in their conſtitution, was wholly 

unknown to them; the means to reſiſt, and above all, 
1 to 
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to atone for it, buried in total chiliavley, But, this 
ſeries of important knowledge is fully revealed in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, with ſuch perſpicuity of language, and 
ſtrength of authority, as muſt prove to every ingenuous 
mind, that he who delivered ſuch truths, and lived 
conformably to the ſame, pate as never man ſpake *, 
and aQed with a perfection of character to which no 
mere mortal can attain. How then can we ſuppoſe, 
that the teacher and practiſer of all truth, ſhould be the 
promulger of ought equivocal or uncertain, ſhould 
pretend to powers he did not poſleſs, and claim a 
dignity to which he had no right ? The doctrines and 
precepts of Chriſtianity muſt, doubtleſs, ſtand or fall 
together; faith in Chriſt's perſon, and reſpe& for his 
commands, cannot be ſeparated ; if we acknowledge 
the ſuper-excellence of his words, and of his works, we 
muſt acknowledge the ſuper-excellence of his nature; 
and if we acknowledge that, we can place him in no 
ſituation but that wherein he has placed himſelf, the 
boſom of the Father of Heaven g, and muſt adore him, 
in his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of bhe 
1 her, full of rows and truth 9. 


Amongſt the numerous proofs deed, that might be 
brought, to ſhew how Rrong an influence the religion of 
* John vii. 46. I) John i i. 18. x. 30. xiv. 8, 9. XVI. 28. 
+ Philip. ii. 6. | 8 John i. 14. 

| Chriſt 


1 


Chriſt has on practice, none appears more incon- 
trovertible, than the lives of the primitive Chriſtians. 
They are allowed by one, who is no friend to their 
cauſe, © to have been truly virtuous, and more ſo than 
their heathen cotemporaries ; to have been examples of 
chaſtity, temperance, honeſty, humility, patience, friend- 
ſhip, and charity; and to have been inured to all ſober and 
domeſtic virtues “.“ If this amiable purity of heart 
has been corrupted in ſucceeding ages, we can alone 
impute ſuch degeneracy to a deviation from the ge- 
nuine principles of the Goſpel; to an abuſe of religion, 


rendering it ſubſervient to thoſe very paſſions, it was 


deſigned by its author to correct; and if this ſhould not 
be the character of all Chriſtians in our days, to what 
can we attribute the unhappy change? but to the doubts 
and diſputes of men; which having weakened their 
faith, and let looſe their baſeſt appetites, have rendered 
them lukewarm in that glorious cauſe, for which ſo 


many undaunted martyrs laid down their lives in torture. 


It is remarkable that the cavils of infidelity were 


firſt rife amongſt us in the licentious reign of the moſt 


diſſolute of our monarchs; which circumſtance ſhould 
ſeem to mark its origin, and the indiſſoluble union of 
faith and good works. The ſenſualiſt abuſes the ra- 


„Gibbon's Rom. Hiſt. 
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tional liberty of the Goſpel, and kicks at its reſtraints $ 
ke ſacrifices, therefore, the hopes, to get rid of the fears 
which moleſt him at cool intervals, and having brought 
himſelf to act as if both were groundleſs, he ſearches 
about for arguments to prove them ſo; and thus ſetting 
no bounds to the extravagance either of his under- 
ſanding or his will, he enſlaves the one to paſſion, the 
Other to arrogant conceit ; but finds at length, like the 
builders of Babel, that having preſumptuoully rebelled 


againſt the God of Heaven, the attempt has ended only 


in confuſion. To expect expreſſions of grateful piety 
from men, who ſcorn the knowledge of God and 


his laws, would be courting diſappointment ; but we 


find ſome perſons, who are oft-times ſenſible of the 


duties they owe to their Creator, but who affect a 
licentious mode of ſpeech; in conformity to the viciouſ- 


"neſs of faſhion; who treat his name with careleſs 
irreverence, his promiſes with diſregard, and his threats 


with indifference. This is ſurely an inſtance of moſt 
contemptible folly at leaſt, in the ſight of man, and 


muſt be obnoxious to the vengeance of the Almighty. 


What ſhould we think of a man, who could ſay to his 
friend from whom he confeſſed to have received, and 


was {till receiving many favours, nay, had many 


greater declared in ſtore for him; © I am convinced 


you are too good to regard whether I acknowledge or 
requite theſe favours, whether J mention your name 


with 


2 NE CL LEE TT 
Ed rl he ORCS 
SS . TH 
"as 


„ 
— a on Oe TIT 2 r r ET I FIT . "4 EN FT wo bee 7 2 
VVV 1 ; 8 . 
* ws. * 41 tt 1 7 e 1 1 o 


—_— 


ML 


537 
with reſpect, or do any thing that T am well aſſured is 
pleaſing in your ſight; ſome benefits, I own, I have 
received, others I can attribute to no other hand, but 
it will be the moſt liberal method to expunge the whole 
obligation together; and I am perſuaded no continued 
inattention on my part will deprive me of any ad- 


vantages I may expect from your clemency.” We 


ſhould, I think, be tempted to pronounce, that to ſuch 
a man, a continuance of favour was more owing to the 


_ tranſcendent goodneſs of the donor, than to the gra- 


titude, honeſty, or underſtanding of the receiver. 
Such would probably be the deciſion of moſt men 


in this caſe; that of God is expreſsly made 


known, who, though he maketh his fin to riſc 


on the evil, and on the good“, without diſtinction, 
giving every inducement 5 opportunity of repent- 
ance; yet he has declared, that they who deſpiſe 
him, ſhall be lizhtly eflcemed +; and that for every 
tle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give ac 
count thereof in the day of judgment, when by our 


words we ſhall be juſtified, and by our words we hall 


be condemned F. It is a faſhionable doctrine in this age 


of ſophiſtical refinement, that education inculcates pre- 


judices, and infringes on that freedom of judging and 


acting for himſelf, which every rational being has a 


Matt. v. 45. 1 Sam. ii, 30. I Matt, xii. 36, 37. 
riglit 


(41 
right to enjoy. Theſe are high-ſounding words, but 
little applicable to that frail being, man, who ſtands in 
perpetual need of ſome aſſiſtance and protection from 


the hour of his birth, he thoughts of whoſe heart 


are only evil continually*, and who is conſtantly in- 


debted to ſome friendly guide and monitor, to regulate 


the freedom of that ſelf- will, which, if left to itſelf, muſt 
run wild in licentiouſnels of thought and action. 


By prejudices of education we are to underſtand thoſe 
principles, early inſtilled into young minds from the 


judgment, reflection, and experience of others, which 


they would not have been able to diſcover and act 
upon, by the mere force of their own reaſon, in the 
feeble and deſultory ſtate in which it remains during 
the firſt years of their exiſtence, If ſuch principles then 
be good, as all thoſe founded on pure unadulterated re- 


ligion muſt be, it is happy for us when they pre-engage 


the mind, to the excluſion of others of a very different 
tendency, which would elſe find an eaſy admiſſion into 
it; and it is doubtleſs the kindeſt aſſiſtance we can lend 


to others, to allow them an immediate ſhare in thoſe 


advantages we have already acquired, without their 
own tedious, and ſometimes fruitleſs ſearch; as we 


thereby ſend youth out into the world, prepared for 


il 
| 


Gen. vi. 5. . 
What 
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(9 
what they are to mect with, and not obliged, through 
want of general experience, to rectify their future 
conduct by a ſenſe alone of particular errors, and to 
ſink perhaps into the grave, when they imagined they 
had juſt acquired knowledge ſufficient to conduct them 
ſafely through the reſt of life. How thankful ought 


thoſe to be, who, when they come to the management 


of themſelves, thus find their underſtandings already 
repleniſhed with proper knowledge, their paſſions 
orderly and tractable, their reaſon invigorated by due 
exerciſe, and the flraight way of life ſo plainly 
marked before them, that it will wholly be their 


own fault, if they turn aſide to the right hand or to 


the left |! That the ſoul ſhould be without wiſdom, 
ave now is not good t. We know alſo, that the Fear 
of the Lord is not only the beginning, but the perfee- 
tion of wiſdom d. We have no reaſon to expect a 
clearer revelation of the will of God, a Plainer rule 
for the happineſs of man, than we now have in the 


Goſpel of Chriſt : we are not, in this age, to look for 


ſupernatural means to diffuſe the knowledge of this 
Goſpel ; nor have we warrant, either from Scripture or 


experience, to imagine that a diſcernment of its ſublime 


truths ſhould deſcend inſtantaneouſly on individuals, 
The religion of Chriſt, therefore, if it is to be termed a 


Matt. vii. 14. 1 a t Prov. xix. 2. 


£ prejudice, 
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prejudice, is a prejudice moſt beneficial to the preſent 
world, alone calculated to ſecure the happineſs of the 
world to come; and whilſt maintained, in its primitive 
ſimplicity, conſiſtent with the full authority of reve- 
lation, the ſteady ſobriety of reaſon, and uncorrupted 
by the wild fancies of erring man, it is a prejudice 


which we ought to do our utmoſt to rivet * on the heart 


of every one, who comes within our knowledge and abi- 


lity, as the only means whereby they can become uſeful. 


here, and enjoy a bleſſed immortality hereafter. Let 


no man then, however wiſe he may eſteem himſelf, be 


aſhamed to acquieſce in the early predilection he may 


| happily have imbibed for a religion, whoſe miraculous 


proofs pour forth equal conviction on every capacity; 
and whoſe doctrines were promulged, received, and 
eſtabliſhed, when human ſcience was in the very zenith 


of her glory. But if this will not ſatisfy him; if he 


muſt go to profeſſors of philoſophy, to corroborate his 
perſuaſion, let him at leaſt adopt the faith of Addiſon, 
of Newton, and of Hyde f, in preference to the 

fauciful 


9 Deut. vi. 7, 8, 9. 
n Many names might here be added of Laymen, of as tranſcendent abilities 
and profound erudition as ever enlightened mankind, who have borne teſti- 


mony to the truth of Chriſtianity, amongſtwhom ſtand conſpicuous, Raleigh, 
Bacon, Hale, Boyle, Lock, Dalrymple, Beattie, Boerhaave, Haller. I forbear 


indeed to mention Divines, who are uncandidly branded with ſelf-intereſt, 
from which. charge the members of every other profeſſion are exempt in 


giving. 
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fanciful conjectures of a ſceptical ſtateſman, the cheer- 
leſs conceits of a ſenſual philoſopher, or the mutilated 
miſquotations of a farcaſtic hiſtorian : authors, who 
have adopted the moſt miſchievous errors, and pro- 


[effing themſelves wiſer * than all their predeceſſors 


or cotemporaries, have been convicted of many radical 
miſtakes; of miſtakes, which, if wilful, can be only 


giving their opinions on the ſubjeQs of their particular ſtudy ; butit would 
be difficult to find a greater cloud of witneſſes to any truth, than the vene- 


rable members of the two eſtabliſhed churches of this iſland, as well as 


thoſe Diſſenters who differ only in certain forms, and eccleſiaſtical polity. 
They have, for centuries, defended and promoted Chriſtianity, with ſuch 
ſtrength of argument, ſuch plain ſincerity and ſimple eloquence, as it 
would be as difficult for their adverſaries to imitate as to confute. A late 
much-lamented Judge, famed for the ſuperior acumen of his intellect, the 
extent of his general knowledge, and his profound reſearches into oriental 


learning, went out to the Eaft with a fincere deſire to confirm and 


ſtrengthen his faich, which he might be conſcious was not duly eſtabliſhed 
and ſettled. The farther he carried his inquiry into the deep receſſes of 


Aſiatic ſcience, that original ſeat of divine revelation, the more reaſon he 


found to reſign his doubts, and give full aſſent to the moral and phyſical 
authenticity of every thing contained in the Bible, for which he ſtept forth, 
a moſt zealous and irreſiſtible champion. An infirm waveriog mind, that is 


at the ſame time curious and inquiſitive, may ſoon know enough to ſtart a 
difficulty in religious doctrine, but not to ſolve it; may get entangled in the 
maze of human ſcience, which muſt ever have ſo great a mixture of error, 
and not have ſufficient energy to emerge from the cloud of its own raifing. 
But a mind, like that of the late Preſident of the Aſiatic Society at Calcutta, 


inveſtigates with caution, candour, modeſty, and perſeverance ; diſſipates 
the miſt by degrees, and, advancing gradually into light, is at length 
rewarded with the heavenly beams of God's perfect day. 


** Rom. i. 21. 
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attributed to the worſt principle of the human heart; 
and if involuntary, ought, at leaſt, to ſhew us, how in- 
capable they are to direct others, who are ſo eaſily im- 
poſed upon themſelves. But, Can the worſhippers of 
novelty and variety be much gratiſied by forſaking the 
beaten path of ſound doctrine, for any tangled by-way 
of intricate refinement? The ſame arguments and ſur- 
miſes, which are now frequently put forth to catch the 
idle and unwary, have been advanced and refuted cen- 
turies ago; the vain imagination, and reſtleſs paſſions 
of man, have been, through all ages of Chriſtianity, at 
work > :o obſcure doctrines that are plain, and perplex 
rules that are eaſy ; but there have ſucceſſively ariſen 
able ſpirits, under favour of the Almighty, to bring to 


nought theſe arrogant attempts, and make ſuch boaſted 
knowledge appear exceeding fooliſh *. It is the duty, 


therefore, of every one, to look into the anſwers 


given to any objection, before he rely wholly on an ob- 


jector, who admits of no implicit faith, except in his 


own opinions; and who ſtrives to overſet a ſyſtem of 
eternal and univerſal felicity, without propoſing another 


in its ſtead. Can it, then, be a matter of Indifference to 
a human being, who is ſenſible of his dependance on 


ſome overruling power in this life, which he knows he 


poſſeſſes on the uncertain tenure of a moment; and 
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who feels within himſelf an active principle, approving 
or condemning the moſt ſecret motions of his heart, 
even before they advance to action: can it be a matter 
of Indifference, I ſay, to ſuch a being, whether Chriſt, 
who has explained the nature and will of ſuch a ſuper- 


1 . intending power, and the final judgment to which 
| 4 that of conſcience continually refers, was a teacher 
1 of righteouſneſs or ſuperſtition; the God of truth, or 
3 the aſſerter of falſehood ; the Saviour, or the deluder of 
IF mankind? Is it a matter of Indifference, whether all the 
. hopes he gives to virtuous endeavours be vain or well- 
1 founded? Whether he promiſes with authority, and 
4 threatens with ability to execute? Is it of ſmall moment, 
whether the Supreme Governor of the world has 


declared any conditions to us or no; when, on ſome 
conditions, we are conſcious we muſt hereafter be happy 
or miſerable? Is it a matter of no conſequence to ſo— 
ciety, whether any reſtraint be put on the paſſions 
| | of men, or they be allowed to fin with impunity, when 
1 they can eſcaps the eye of human law? Whether 
7 rulers reſpect no higher tribunal than their own, for 
judgment, or whether the injured may appeal to Heaven 
for diſtant, though aſſured, redreſs? Whether matrons be 
chaſte, children obedient, and dependants honeſt ? Or 
whether the crafty hypocrite, who can ſear his con- 
ſcience for a while, may practiſe his ſecret ſins undi- 
ſturbed, and tauntingly inſult that upright adherer to faith 
| : 2 1 
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and virtue, whoſe ſoul abhors the commiſſion of 
ſimilar crimes, either for ſelfiſh profit or pleaſure, 
though he may poſſibly have equal ingenuity to conceal 
them? No man of common ſenſe would wiſh that ſuch a 
ſyſtem as the latter ſhould gain ground. Let us then 
remember, that if the Temple of our faith be forſaken ; 
if the Son of God, that chief corner-flone, by which 
the whole is compafled® and eſtabliſhed, be lightly 
regarded, every comfort and ſecurity is withdrawn from 
the individual, every confuſion introduced into ſociety. 
There are, nevertheleſs, certain worldly-minded perſons, 
who, from indolence, negligence, or faſhion, ſpeak 

and act, as if religion were deviſed as an inſtrument of 

mere temporal influence, invented by the craftineſs of 
wiſe men, to impoſe on the ſimplicity of the weak. 
That it matters not to a man's own happineſs, whether 
he ever attend in God's houſe, or teſtify a real ſenſe of 


his dependance on, and hopes from him, though per- 


haps it may be of uſe to do ſo ſometimes, for example's 


ſake—For example to whom ? may be aſked. To their 
domeſtics, and inferiors in general. — Do they think, 


then, the perſuaſion of religion of ſuch uſe to their 
dependants, to keep them faithful, honeſt, decent, and 
induſtrious? and Is it wholly uſeleſs to themſelves? Are 


they wholly independent? Have they no ſuperiors, no 
equals, to whom the duties of ſociety are due? Are 


* Eph. ii. 20, 21.—iv. 16, 


they -- 


* 
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they ſo perfect, as to have no account to give, no in- 


formation to receive, of the performance of their duty to 
their country, and to their God? Have they no errors, 
for which to aſk forgiveneſs; no aſſiſtance to implore for 
future aid? Or do they mean, that the vulgar, as they 
are termed, ſhould be awed by ſuperſtitious fear, that 


they may not rob their maſters, nor pillage their betters, 
whilſt they themſelves are to be ſufficiently directed in 
their conduct, by a nice ſenſe of honour peculiar to their 


rank; that honour, I fear, which teaches the debts of 
crafty avarice to be firſt diſcharged, and plunges the 


ſword of cool revenge in the breaſt of an inſulted 
friend? Theſe are they who cannot be ſuppoſed to act 
„ with God, as they degrade his word to a mere 


engine of political deluſion, taking hold of the ignorant 
and ſimple by their meaneſt paſſions, and therefore they 
act moſt grievouſly © againſt him.” So far from really 


gathering into his fold, by an uniform attention to 
rational piety and uſeful virtue, thoſe with whom Pro- 
vidence and the laws have entruſted them; they teach 
them to imitate the example of their ſuperiors, in out- 
ward profeſſions without ſincerity, and ſcatter them 


abroad unguarded, and unedified, amidſt the ſeducers to 
profligacy, or the jugglers of enthuſiaſm. If ſuch 


| perſons be not ſatisfied with the method which God has 
revealed by Jeſus Chriſt, for the happineſs of mankind 
here and hereafter, let them declare what their belief 3 1. 


i 


* = — — —— 
—— —— — ͤꝓö—— 


(6 ) 


If the Lord be Cod, follow him; but if Baal, then fol- 


low him *: and if they have arguments to convince 
themſelves, let them endeavour to convince others, and 


call a congregation around them: or if they believe in 


nothing, let them wander to and fro, with ſelf-ſufficient 
ſatisfaction, on the treacherous waves of deluſive ſcep- 


ticiſm; and carried about with every wind of doc- 
trinet, enjoy alone the vain inanity of their hopes and 


fears; (for it is abſurd to ſuppoſe they ſhould pretend 
to perſuade others, who cannot perſuade themſelves;) 
but let them not appear before God, and ſeem to addreſs 
him through his Son, without allowing either the ex- 
iſtence of the one, or the veracity of the other: let 
them not honour him with their lips t, and deny him 


in their thoughts; ſuch a conduct towards man would 
make them the outcaſts of ſociety on earth, and can 


never entitle them to that heavenly benediction, 
Bleſſed are the Fare in heart, for they ſhall ſee 
God &. : 


Let us now change the ſcene; let us turn our eyes 
to thoſe who act on nobler principles, and who look for- 
ward to far better promiſes||, to a permanent reward 


wy the gift of God; to them, who by patient con- 


* 1 Kings, xvili. 21. | S Matt. v. 8. 
+ Jam. 1 1. 6.— Eph. 1 Iv. oy | l Heb, viii. 6. 
t If. xxix. 13, Rom. vi. 23. 
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continuance in well doing, by an honeſt and well direct- 
ed endeavour to promote the true worſhip of the Crea- 
tor, and the welfare of their fellow-creatures, ce, for 


glory, and honour, and immortality. Good education 
is the means found alone ſucceſsful to anſwer theſe im- 


portant ends; the diſeaſes of the mind, as well as thoſe 
of the body, are far more eaſily prevented than cured ; 


the ſeaſon of youth is apt, the mind of youth pliant, and 
open to all impreſſions; but when once the heart has 


been hardened by a courſe of evil habits, the under- 


ſtanding darkened by a long night of ignorance, and 
years have ſucceeded years without any thought of vir- 


tuous diſcipline, and religious direction; in vain may 
the voice of admonition cry aloud, and threaten, with 
approaching evil, a head filvered in iniquity; ſuch 
an offender, grown callous by a long courſe of ſelf-indul- 
gence, will fop his ears againſt the voice of ſuch charmer* 
of the ſoul, as a friendly adviſer, though he ſhould heal 
 avith the tongues of men or of angels}, the words of truth 
and ſoberneſi t. To prepare the mind of youth, therefore, 


with ſound principles of piety and morality; to inſtil 


pure and rational notions of the Godhead, and that 
worſhip in ſhirit and in truth F, which is moſt accepta- 
ble to Him; and to inure them to early habits of in- 
duſtry, frugality, and moderation, by which they may 


®* Pf. lviii. 4, 5. I Acts, xxvi. 25. 
+ 1 Cor, Xu, 1. $ John, iv. 24. 
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become uſeful members of ſociety, in whatever ſtation 
they are placed, and enjoy that uniform content which 
reſults from activity of mind and body, and from the ſtill 
whiſpers of an approving conſcience, is the kindeſt 
office which man can perform to man; that elevated mem- 
bers of a community can ſhew to their indigent brethren; 


an office which carries its own bleſſing along with it in this 


life, and will in no wiſe loſe its reward in the kingdom 
of our Father; for if, according to our bleffed Saviour's 
promiſe, they who give a cup of cold water only to one 
of theſe little ones, ſhall not fail of an everlaſting recom- 
penſe; how much more they who pour into their infant 
minds, the ſincere mill of the word if of God? If they 


who clothe the naked, who vilit the lick, and who feed 


the hungry, ſhall be placed at the right hand of their 


Redeemer and their Judge ꝓ; how glorious muſt their 
ſtation be at that tremendous ſeaſon, who not only do 


this kind ſervice to the bodies of their fellow-creatures, 


but who bind uþ the broken hearted d; who array their 
ſouls in the whole armour of Go; and ſatisfy with the 


inſtruction of the goſpel thoſe 250 hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs! And ſurely there never was a time 


when the ſtate of morals among the lower orders of 
men, in theſe kingdoms, required more attention; when 
a froward ſpirit is gone forth; when exemplary capital 


* Matt. X. 42. 1 Matt, xxv. 31—40, | 1 Eph. vi. 11... 
Tt 1 Pet. lt, 2. 5 8 II. Lxi. 1. | | 1 q Matt. v. 6. 
puniſhments 
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puniſhments are become ſo ſadly frequent, as almoſt to 
have loſt their terror; and our country, like an injured 
mother, has been obliged to drive from her boſom ſo 
many of her ungrateful offspring, rendered unfit, by 
their crimes, to remain under her protection. There 
never alſo was a period which called for more unity and 
energy from the whole Chriſtian world; when the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven is aſſailed by impious man; when the 
elements of ſocial virtue on earth are in danger of being 
diſſolved. Relying, nevertheleſs, oz the flrength of our 
ſalvation *, the overflowings of ungodlineſs ſhould not 
male us afraidÞ ; but quicken our vigilance, and ani- 
mate our exertions. We have indeed every aſſurance 
from our Lord, that our ſincere endeavours ſhall finally 
be crowned with ſucceſs, ozr labour ſhall not be in vain ; 
but though Chriſt has promiſed that the gates of hell 

| ſhall not prevail againſt us\, and that he will alway be 
_ evith his faithful people, even unto the end of the world ||, 


| ſuch gracious encouragement can never warrant our 


neglecting any human means, the only means now in 
our power, to extend the kingdom of God upon earth; 
but we muſt conſider that as the mode by which the 
promiſes of our Lord are by Him deſigned to be fulſill- 
ed. Let us reverence, then, all inſtitutions whoſe general 
deſign is to teach men 7o live ſoberly, rigbieouſiy, and 


* Pf. xcv. 1. t 1 Cor. xv. 58. Matt. xxvili. 20. 
+ Pf, xvüi. 4. $ Matt, xvi. 18. 
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godlyx, amongſt which, that for whoſe benefit we are 
nov aſſembled is eminently conſpicuous, as beneficially 
employed in an unceaſing endeavour to bring men to 
an early acquaintance with their God, and with them- 
ſelves; which excites them to the practice of every 
Cbriſtian duty; which makes not devotion a cloke for 
indolent ſupinenels, but unites it with an aſſiduous atten- 
tion. to ſocial arts, to manufaQtures, and to commerce; 
eſtabliſhing thereby a flouriſhing nurſery for that valua- 
ble race of heroesf, who defend our coaſts, who extend 
our trathc, and carry the glory of our arms throughout 
the globe; which thus diffuſes the plain knowledge of 
religion amongſt an uninſtructed multitude; gives them 
a due ſenſe of the pure delight and true value of plain 
virtue; promotes decency, order, and every good work; 
Taiſes a laudable emulation in the ſpirit of youth; encou- 

_ rages truth and induſtry at home; and extends the in- 
fluence of both to the moſt diſtant regions of the earth. 
Let us, moreover, conſider how diffuſive the advantages 

are, which ariſe from ſuch well-judged liberality. Each 
individual, thus reſcued from penury, ignorance, and 

vicious example, will moſt probably become the parent 

of a family, and be induced to take the ſame care of 
others, which he has found ſuch a bleſſing to himſelf: grate- 
ful to his benefactors for his having ſo timely received the 

„„ % 
7 Patiens operum, parvoque aſſueta Juventus. 
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f good ſeed, which has ſprung up and flouriſhed, under 
the genial influence of their bounty and protection, he 
will doubtleſs return to the houſe of God with joy, bringing 
; his ſheaves with him. From theſe few grains, therefor-, 
{| what an abundant harveſt may well be expected, in- 
| creaſing year by year, and ſpreading peace and plenty 
all around us! This, doubtleſs, forms no inconſiderable 
bi part of that bleſſed proſpect of Chriſt's church foreſeen by 
7 0 the royal pſalmiſt, and by the evangelical prophet: when 
the glad /ound of the goſpel ſhould go out into all lands, 
and its words to the ends of the world; when the ends 
of the world ſhould remember themſelves, and be turned 
unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nalions ſnould 
wor/h1ipþ before Him; and his name be confeſſed among the 
Gentiles. Efaias alſo is very bold, and faith, Behold my 
ſervant whom I uphold, mine ele in whom my foul de- 
=” I tighteth: I have put my ſpirit upon him, he ſhall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles. He ſhall not cry, nor lift 
| up, nor cauſe bis voice to be heard in the ſureet. A bruiſed 
Fo reed ſhall he not break; and the ſmoking flax all he not 
4 = quench: he ſhall bring forth judgment unto truth. He 
ſhall not fail, nor be diſcouraged, till he have jet judgment 
in the earth: and the iſles ſhall wait for his law. Thus 
faith God the Lord, be that created the heavens, and 
friretched them out; he that ſpread forth the earth, and 


* Pſ. cxxvi. 6. 1 PC. xxil. 27. e 
+ Pf, xix. 4. Rom, x. 18. $ Pf, xviu, 49. Rom. xv. 9. 
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that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto 


the people upon it, and ſpirit to them that walk therein: I 
the Lord have called thee in righteouſneſs, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles: to open the 


blind eyes, to bring out the priſoners from the priſon, and 


them that fit in darkneſs out of the priſon-houſe. I am the 
Lord; that is my name, and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praiſe to graven images. Behold, the 


former things are come to paſs, and new things do 1 de- 


clare : before they ſpring forth T tell you of them. Sing 


undo the Lord a new ſong, and his praiſe [rom the end of 


the earth: ye that go down to the ſea, and all that is 
therein; the ifles and the inhabitants thereof. Let the 
wilderneſs, and the cities thereof, lift up their voice, the 
villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of 


_ the rock ſing, let them ſhout from the top of the mountains. 
Let them pI glory unto the Lord, and declare his praiſe 


in the ilanas ®, 


When we, therefore, reflect on the original foundation 
of this Society; on the millions thereby reſcued from 
perdition; on the ſucceſs that has attended its operations; 


on the zealous activity, diligence, and perſeverance of 


its directors, and of thoſe apoſtolical viſitors, who have 
facrificed their own domeſtic comforts for a time, to 


II. xii, 112. 
cheer 
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| cheer with their ſupport, their inſtruction, their exam- 
1 ple, the wretched and the ignorant; when we reflect on 
} the munificent benefactions that have lately been be- 
i ſtowed; one eſpecially, which cannot be too frequently 
7 recalled to our grateful remembrance, as a memorable 
/ inſtance of that excellent charity which vaunteth not 
? uſelf*; which, extenſive in its efficacy, though ſecret in 
its ſource, like the pure ſtreams that water the valleys 
N beneath, is diſcovered only by the fertility produced on 
f the ſurface; when we reflect, moreover, how, by theſe 
; united efforts, the miſt of error has been diſpelled, and 
; the day-/; ring from on high hath viſited | ſo many of our 
b brethren; that e people who walked in the darkneſs of 


ſuperſtition, have thus feen a great light, and they who 
dwelt in diſtant climes of ſavage barbariſm, in thoſe re- 
gions of the Shadow of deatb, on them hath the light 
ſhined t; when we reflect, I ſay, on theſe effects, we 
muſt, without preſumption, conſider the promoters and 
patrons of this good work, as ſucceſsfully concerned, 
under favour of a gracious Providence, in fulfilling the 
predictions of the prophets, and the promiſes of our 
; Redeemer. I am perſuaded they will never be weary of 
g Ius well doing 9; ; and that many more, who are ſo 
: happy as to live in a Chriſtian country, and who enjoy all 


* Cor. xii. PN | 2 If. ix. 2. Matt, iv. 16. 
Luke, i. 78. 95 Gal. vi. 9, 
| thoſe 
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thoſe tranquil and ſocial bleſſings which Chriſtianity 
diſpenſes, will join their efforts to extend theſe bleſſings 
to others, and account it their duty and their honour, 
to employ their reputation, their abilities, their autho- 
rity, their fortune, and above all, their example, for the 


perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of the minifiry, for 


the eqifying of the body of” Chriſt*. Some, alas! affect 
to excuſe their want of liberality to others, by ſaying, 


that juſtice muſt precede generoſity. Liberal benefi- 
_ cence, indeed, ſhould never be unaccompanied by juſ- 
| tice; butit 100 frequently happens, that idle prodigality 


deſtroys the very principle of liberality, an and by abridg- 
ing the power of diſplaying i it, leaves nought but a ſor- 
did inclination ſolely to ſerve ourſelves. The name of 


juſtice and of prudence is thus proſtituted to ſelſiſh c . 


ſiderations, by thoſe who diſſipate on their own indul- 


gencies, what ought, in equity, to be beſtowed on the 
neceſſities of their worthy neighbours, or to ſatisfy the 
juſt claims of pity, friendſhip, and affection. If the 
rich and potent, therefore, do not admit their deſerving 


inferiors to ſome ſhare of their abundance, they are not 
only ungenerous, but unjuſt; this diſtribution of their 
ſuperfluity is the only mode they have of making their 


poſſeſſions a laſting bleſſing to themſelves, and of offering 


an acceptable acknowledgment to the Giver of every 


Sood gift. He, therefore, is not juſtly deemed liberal, 


55 who 


* 

who has monopolized more than his ſhare of the goo! 
things of this life, and waltes them with profuſion; bu: 
he who diminiſhes his own worldly comforts, to add to 
thoſe who have very few; who conſiders all that is ex- 
pended on extravagant pleaſure, and unprofitable vanity, 
as ſo much robbed from the indigent ; who will, there- 
fore, moderate his deſires, and forego his luxuries, that 
he may have the more wherewith to do good: this will 
prove the moſt friendly check to any unruly appetite, 
a timely curb to licentious folly, and will procure that per- 
manent peace of mind which this world cannot give, but 
which is a ſure foretaſte of the bliſs reſerved for him, at 
the reſurrection of the juſt, . Put on, therefore, as the 
eleci F God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, find- 
neſs, humbleneſs of mind, long-ſuffering ; and above all things 
put on CHARITY, which is the bond of perfedineſs * ! 
May we all learn cheerfully 4% bear one another's burthens, 
and fo fulfil the law of Chriſt F ! May our love be zwithou! 
diſſimulation T. It is not a ſeaſon for thoſe whole faith 
1s equally pure, whole religious principles are equally 
founded on the word of God, to cavil about the ritual 
diſtinctions of different eſtabliſhments, when every elta- 

bliſhed form of worſhip is reviled, and every religious 
Principle ſet at nought. I truſt we ſhall all lay this 
matter ſeriouſly to heart, and ſay not with invidious 


Col. iii. 12, + Gal. vi. 2. 1 Rom. xii. 9. 
„„ partiality, 
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partiality, I am of Paul, and If Apollos* ; but exult in 
the humble confidence that we all are equally of Chriſt; 

ſo that as ve are labourers together with God, we may 
earneſtly contend together for that faith once delivered 
undo the ſaints. ; and take good heed that none of us lay 
other foundation than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt OY 

who to every one that believeth is the power of God unto 

ſalvation || 5 


And may the Almighty Preſerver of the univerſe, 
and our Redeemer the Lord of Hoſts, look down from 
the habitation of his holineſs, and of his glory**, and 
bleſs the feeble, though ſincere endeavours of his faith- 
ful ſervants, that his ways may be known upon earth, his 
/aving health among all nations FF. May the ſpirit of 
conſolation keep his church and houſehold continually in 
his true religion! May it comfort and help the weak- 
hearted, and deliver mankind from all contempt of his 
word and commandment ; that they may learn, even in 
this their day, the things that ſo nearly belong to their 
heace I! May all who call themſelves Chriſtians, be 
led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity 
of ſpirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs of 


* 1 Cor, i. 12. 5 1 Cor. ili. 11. ** IC. Iii. 15 5 


+ 1 Cor. iii. 9. "| Rom: i. 16. I Pf. Ixvii. 2. 


t Jude, 3. © If. xliv. 6. t t Luke, xix. 42. 
FE - life! 


1 


life! May the Moſt High gather in his good time e 
outcaſts of Iſrael *, that there be one fold under one [hep- 
herd; that the kingdoms of this world may become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Chriſt, aud be 
may reign for ever and ever]! And may the Father of 
mercies enable us all, who lean only on the hope of his 
| heavenly grace, whether called to officiate at his holy 
altar, or appointed to fill the various ſtations of civil 
life, that in whatever act we are engaged, either of faith 
or of moral practice, either to his immediate honour, or 
to the welfare of our fellow creatures, wwe may do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing 
that of the Lord we ſhall receive the reward of the inbe- 
ritance, for we rejoice in the full confeſſion that ⁊ /erve 
the Lord Chrift\! To whom, with the Father and 
Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all glory, 
praiſe, might, majeſty, and dominion, now and for 
evermore, Amen ! . 155 


* „ t Rev. xi. 15. 
+ John, x. 16. 5 Col. i. 23, 24- 


THE END, 
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